[Bouveret' syndrome or secondary duodenal obstruction caused by gallstones. Case report].
Bouveret's Syndrome is obstruction of the duodenum secondary to an impacted gallstone, usually without the presence of pneumobilia With the steadily increasing lie expectancy, greater number of these cases are being seen. Gallstones enter the gastrointestinal tract following fistula formation between the gallbladder and an adjacent hollow viscus and may cause obstruction at any point along the intestinal tract. Duodenal obstruction is the least common and represents only a very small percentage of cases. The presenting signs of nausea vomiting, abdominal cramping, and the absence of abdominal distension should alert the clinician to pathology in the proximal small bowel. The purpose of this report is to heighten the awareness of the primary care physician, emergency room doctors and surgeons to this diagnosis in elderly patients so that it can be included in the differential with the usual cases of gastric outlet obstruction--including ulcer disease, neoplasms, gastric volvulus, and other enteroliths, such as bezoars. Early diagnosis is critical, as these cases require urgent surgical intervention. Early resuscitation. Diagnosis, and treatment are essential for a successful outcome.